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In response to your memo of July 20, here is a tabulation of 
our US patent activity for the various categories of subject matter used 
in JTS's compilation. Also enclosed is an English translation of the 
titles of their 13 categories. 

You will note that some trends of emphasis are apparent: some 
categories simply are more active overall; others show no activity in 
recent years. 

As far as predicting future commercial trends is concerned, 
however, I doubt that this kind of information would be very useful. For 
one thing, the categories are quite broad a nd there are too few data 
points. For another, there is a~ rather long time span (typically 3 to 5 
years) from the point of initiating a new research program to the appear¬ 
ance of issued patents reflecting the results. 

.» 

On the other hand, the discontinuance of patent activity follow¬ 
ing a period of regular effort may very well be a useful indicator of 
loss of interest. «_ 

Finally, I would like to call your attention: to the fact that 
we obtained a total of 19 US patents in 1977 (none of these are in the 
JTS list), compared to an average of 10.9 each year for the preceding 10 
years. 

.Enclosures 
cc: R. Seligman 
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Source: https://www.industryclocunnents.ucsf.edu/docs/frcjOOOO'' 
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